Syllabus --- 1st Semester
2025-2026 School Year
Course Title:  Speech Forensics
Instructor:  
M. Williams
Room:  118
Materials provided by Hephzibah High School:  

Academic Decathlon Study Guides and Practice Quizzes

Materials provided by the student:

A hard-cover, three-ring notebook/Loose-leaf paper/Pens/Index Cards/Highlighters
Greetings!  

Speech Forensics is a class which serves two purposes.  The class teaches speaking skills as well as speech composition, but it also prepares students for various forensics competitions, including Academic Decathlon, AUDL Debate, and AUDL Argumentative Speech Bowl.  Thus, as a part of this class, you will be exposed to much, much more than simply speech forensics--- prepare to delve into everything from history, to math, to science, to economics, to music, to art, to literature.  You will probably learn more in this class than in any other class offered!
Below is a summary of just some of the things we will be covering this semester; it will be updated in September when the new topic for the year 2025-2026 is released by the USAD.
Course Description

United States Academic Decathlon Curricular Topics for 2024–2025 (2025-2026 Pending)!

 
The U.S. Academic Decathlon® is excited to announce that the overall curricular theme for 2024–2025 will be (TBD). Following is some general information on the topics in each of the subject areas.
 

· ART: The art curriculum will explore technology and art.

· ECONOMICS: The economics curriculum will cover fundamental economic concepts, microeconomics, and macroeconomics and will include a thematic section on Technology, Innovation, and the Economy.

· LITERATURE: The literature curriculum will include critical reading, one long work of literature, and selected shorter works.  The long work of literature will be (TBD)
· MATHEMATICS: The mathematics curriculum will cover general mathematics, geometry, and an introduction to differential calculus.*

· MUSIC: The music curriculum will explore musical works in science fiction films
· SCIENCE: The science topic will be an introduction to neuroscience and will include a section on technology and neuroscience.

· SOCIAL SCIENCE: The social science topic will be the history of computers.

 
 The full subject area outlines will be posted on the U.S. Academic Decathlon website <www.usad.org> on May 1 and will be published in the U.S. Academic Decathlon Study Guide, which will be available on May 15.

* The 2022–23 mathematics curriculum and materials will be the same as were used for the 2020–21 U.S. Academic Decathlon.

Course Outline

1st Semester
	Art

	Economics

	Literature

	Math

	Music

	Preparation for the Essay--Writing (Persuasive and Expository) – Weekly Writing Prompts and Essays 

	Science

	Social Science

	Speech Practice – Impromptu and Prepared – Weekly Practice


Makeup Work

Making arrangements for completing make-up work is the responsibility of the student.  All make-up work will be completed and turned in before or after school, but never during homeroom or during class.  Arrangements to complete make-up work must be made by the student within three days of an excused absence.

Discipline Policy

The discipline policy of the Richmond County School System will be obeyed.  The first violation will be recorded and the student will be advised on how to correct the situation.  The second offense will be documented, a character education assignment will be given, and a parent or guardian will be contacted.  The third violation will be referred to the administration.

Methods of Evaluation/Distribution of Grades
Students will have numerous opportunities to demonstrate the skills necessary to successfully master the objectives of the course.  Assignments may include the following:  daily classwork, quizzes (oral and written), tests (oral and written), writing assignments, class discussions, independent work using the computer, projects (individual and group), oral presentations, and reports (oral and written).   Maintaining a neat, well-organized notebook is a must.  Class participation will be monitored daily and is also mandatory.  
Final grades will be determined by the cumulative semester average using the following criteria:  
• Minor Grades = 60% 
Examples include quizzes, labs, and other graded assignments to assess certain 

standards in a unit of study.  
Minimum number of minor grades per 6-week progress report period = 5 
• Major Grades = 40% 
Examples include unit tests, essays, research papers, project-based assignments, and other culminating assessments to measure mastery of standards that comprise a unit of study.  
Minimum number of major grades per 6-week progress report period = 2 

______________________________________________________________________________
I have read this syllabus and I understand the content and requirements for the year.  I understand that this syllabus is to be kept in the front of my notebook after it is signed by my parent/guardian. I understand that course expectations may change due to time constraints or other unavoidable circumstances.

  _____________________________________

  _____________________________________


              Signature of Student

 
        Signature of Parent or Guardian
        ___________________________

                      ___________________________


           
    Date




                     Date
